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Sir: 

The following Amendment and Remarks are submitted in response to the Office Action 
dated October 21, 2003. 

The Applicants thank Examiner William H. Mathews and SPE Conine McDermott for their 
courtesy if conducting an interview, December 9, 2003, with Applicant's attorney. 

An Interview Summary begins at page 2; 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the Listing of Claims beginning at page 3; 

Remarks begin on page 6; and 

an IDS is attached on a separate sheet. 
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Interview Summary 

John A. Evans, Ph.D., Esq., attorney for Applicant, Examiner William H. Matthews, and 
SPE Corrine McDermott met December 9, 2003 in the office of SPE McDermott. 

Claim 3 1 was discussed in view of its rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 03(a) over NGK Spark 
Plug Co. Ltd. (JP 2198560) ("NGK") in view of Cassidy et al. (US 6,280,474). 

The discussion focused on the claim recitation: "wherein said composition forms a 
moldable, injectable mass upon admixture with water." 

NGK discloses a ceramic composition that is formed by injection into a mold and fired at 
1 100°C thus forming a porous, "sintered compact." (Discussed in Remarks). Discussants agreed 
that the "sintered compact" is not "moldable" after being baked at 1 100°C. 

Cassidy discloses a device for mechanically anchoring broken bone. The device of 
Cassidy is not moldable or injectable via a syringe. 

Agreement was reached, in principle, that language reciting that the present inventive 
composition is moldable or syringeable when emplaced in a bone site, distinguishes over the 
cited art. Agreement was not reached on the precise language. 

A further review of the NGK reference, conducted after meeting with the Examiner, 
suggests that the NGK reference may have disclosed a syringeable composition. Although the 
machine translation of the Japanese language NGK document is difficult to parse, at page 16/19, 
the paragraph beginning "Moreover, especially the method of. . ." may relate to injection of the 
"sintered compact." In view of this possible interpretation, the Applicants withdraw any remarks 
as to syringeability in relation to the NGK reference. Applicants maintain their interpretation 
that Cassidy is not syringeable. 
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